Staffordshire

County Council

PUBLIC RIGHT OF WAY EVIDENCE FORM

Questionnaire to be completed by the previous owner/occupier of land over which there is
an alleged public right of way.

Important Note

The object of this enquiry is simply to reach the truth of the matter, whatever it may be.
Witnesses are therefore asked to answer the questions as fully as possible and not to keep
back any information, whether for or against the public status claim. This is of particular
importance if the information is to be of real value in establishing the status of the way.
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Guidance Notes on the completion of Public Rights of Way Evidence Forms

1. As far as possible the previous owner/occupier should complete the form. If another
individual completes the form on their behalf they should indicate this at the end of the
form.

2. Please answer all questions fully with as much detail as possible.

3. Please indicate on attached map the extent of your ownership/tenancy or other interest in
the land affected by the alleged public right of way.

4. Please indicate whether you are prepared to give evidence either in a court or at a public
inquiry. (The evidential value of a statement is reduced if it cannot be subject to cross-
examination).

5. If a person would be unable to give evidence at a hearing because of jl| health, age, etc the
person obtaining the statement should endorse the form accordingly, and be able to give
evidence of the circumstances.

et =

. Please note The Freedom of Information Act 2000 provides a general right of access to all
information held by Staffordshire County Council. The Environmental Information
Regulations 2004 provide a similar right of access to environmental information held by the
Council. This means that the information that you supply may be disclosed to any individual
making the appropriate request.

(o))

7. The information given on this form may become available for public inspection.
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PLEASE TAKE TIME TO ANSWER THE QUESTIONS CAREFULLY AND IN FULL

1. Have you ever owned or occupied or had any interest in any of the land affected by the
proposal or adjacent to it?
*YES#2

If the answer is YES please answer questions 2 to 14 and indicate on the attached map the
extent of land which was in your ownership or tenancy, or in which you had an interest..

2. (a) Do you consider the route to be public?
“FES/INO
(b) If YES what description best describes the route? (please delete those inappropriate)
(iy *Footpath (i.e. for pedestrians only). '
(i) *Bridleway (i.e. for horse riders, cyclists and pedestrians)
(iiiy *Byway open to all traffic (open to all traffic)
(iv) *Restricted Byway ( i.e. for horse riders, cyclists pedestrians and vehicles which
are not mechanically propelled)

3. During which years did you have an interest in the affected land? Fromm.?’.ﬂ to 2. 4"

4. Please state the nature of your previous interest in the land over which the alleged public right
of way is claimed.

Freehold Ownership. Were you:-- &
(a) Sole freehold owner’?\lfsw ‘%"V‘T’G
Lol Bt ol st oTe o be B I et el e i el e U A N R R e e
Tz lsR T g orh sy At SIS NGt SRR SRS e TR e e R S e T e e e e S
(o) Actenant I COMMIONT .o v s Sl bt i nasds o b o e N s s S e S sy e ol
8- Yo gV 5 ol R SRS R ECIERE = SR o O e - e T L Sl e RN s S
(d) A tenant for life under the Settled Land ACt?..........c.iiiii i
SO N O e s e s e U it el v T e e e o e
Tenancies and Leases
Werevou:a tenant orlessee ol the lama 2 . o i i it s vev ovn it s s pamens AR e Ti e ek s

If so please state the nature of your interest as tenant or lessee of theland..................................

Any Other Interest in or over the affected land (e.g. a private right of way, shooting rights etc)
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5.  Had you, or any previous owner/tenant of the land, ever erected any signs such as “Private”,
“Keep Out” or “Trespassers will be prosecuted” or similar signs on or near the alleged

public right of way? _ 2 ES/NO
BuT  H e WIS @l D 7 e
If YES please state:- et N oF THE L petX

(@) WhenWerethese signserected?...... .../ e i o s T
(RWhatidid theseslgns saVe. v iiit i e e gl e e R
(epArethese sigpsstiflinplace?.. o ail o s e B e
(d)ihere arethose signsHoCated?. [ i i e o S B e
Please indicate location on attached map.

6. (a) Did you ever see people using the way? *YESASO
(b) How were they using the way (i.e. foot, horse)? ”/"‘%"“T ...... e A' ..... ]” “g.S =3

(c) Were they alone or accompanied Please give details. (i.e. companions,
rambling club, family, etc)? ............. hor/ae ot

(e) How frequently did you see other people using the way? (i.e. daily, weekly, seasonal etc).
2’< tEe P2a- )%

() How many other people, approximately, did you see on these occasions? ....... /VO’\’ &

(9) Please give any further details of other people’s use of the way which you feel may be
important. o Me&

7. Did you ever give anybody permission to use the route? “FES/NO

If YES please state:-
la)Whenwesthis?. . i s e
(b) ToWhom Was it given?... . o ok s e o W re e i
(C) WY WS IGINeNRL ., et e o e i B [ o e

8. (a) Have there, to your knowledge, ever been any stiles on the way? *YES/NO
(b) Have there, to your knowledge, ever been any gates on the way *YES/NO
(c) f YES, please mark on the attached plan the location of the stiles or
gates and state, if known, when they were erected or removed.

(d) If any gates on the way were ever locked please state, how often, and if known,

Please mark on the attached plan the locations of the locked gates.
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9. (a)Excluding locked gates, have you (or any previous owner or occUpier) ever known of any
other obstructions to the way? ‘ *YESH®

(b) If YES, state:
(i) what type of obstruction was this? .= 00l i - EWTE A e
(ii) When they were erected er-removed? HAbo o 1884 il e

(c) Please state, if known, who erected the obstructions and show the approximate position of

the obstructions on the attached plan. : =
R s {Za R >0 67 mf:;\% ANGiac RO Y Setici TR,

(d) If you had a private right of way how was this been exercised while the alleged public route
was obstructed. 2
SNie, e BT o s Tel oF The Seiyary T

Saupulss ke Fork Whoyin @&

10. (a) Did you ever stop or “turn back” anyone found using the route? *YES/@

If YES please give detailsMES . werNoq  h&ra k. A4 WARMEB. HER T gy

- -~ =
éuéwm>>mo<~<7hf*mm%w%*“’*"w
Lom aAYg el /MG Thaench  Th e

11. Did you ever take any other steps to prevent the presumed dedication of
this route as a public right of way? *“FESINO.

If YES please give full details......... .o iiiiiiii i

NOTE --- Section 31(1) of the Highways Act 1980 states that: --

“Where a way over any land, other than a way of such a character that use of it by the public could
not give rise at common law to any presumption of dedication, has been actually enjoyed by the
public as of right and without interruption for a full period of 20 years, the way is deemed to have
been dedicated as a highway unless there is sufficient evidence that there was no intention during
that period to dedicate it.”

12. Do you have any documents which show this as a private right of way :
or giving details of its closure? S *YES/NG—
e piAH ot QR Nl Sl T TS Y S s Tl Vi

IfYES-; e cF wan I (4 GAD LE v N

(@) lnwhatformisthis?.é.‘.;?.Q.’Y.’?‘.\ff.‘f....?‘?f.‘?.‘.”ffvﬂ......’T’.'.’%."/is............................;

(i.e. maps, photos, deeds, etc. please attach a copy if possible)

(b) Would you be willing to make the original document available if necessary? *YESH¥®
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13. Did you ever tell persons attempting to use the route that the way was not public?
*YES/HRD.
14. Have you ever taken some form of action to communicate to the public that the claimed route
is not public? - *YES/NG.
If YES (i) what action was this?.)./..l;..‘.(..?..’?ﬁ.’ry ...... (o The@ . dielee
(ii) When was this action taken?....’.?z.‘...‘ ....... Serré , Sewme Yo pro
15. Did you when you were the owner/occupier of the land ever make a statutory declaration
concerning public rights of way? =
: “¥ES/NO.
(a) If YES when was this declaration made?........................ B e T e s T
(b) If YES who did you lodge the declaration with?................coooeiii i,
(c) If YES did this declaration state that there were no public rights of way over the land?
*YES/NO.
(d) If YES did this declaration state that there were public rights of way over the land?
: *YES/NO.
(e) If public rights of way did exist was the claimed route one of those admitted to exist?
*YES/NO.
If the declaration stated there were public rights of way in existence please mark on a plan
the location of these.
16. Do you know of any previous landowners? *YESAEY.
If YES please can you provide names and contact details.............cc.cooeiiiiiiiiiiiieicccie e
mlewmls CAVILL , maLioTS Ldme , Conshie |
17. Would you be prepared to give evidence on this matter at a public inquiry or in a court of law,

if necessary? *YES/S®
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18. Can you give any further information about the alleged route? *YES/XD
(continue on a separate sheet of paper if necessary).

I was the owner of Seven Oaks from Feb 1984 to Feb 2006, and is shown shaded red
on the plan. The owners before us were burgled at least once and so were we during
the early part of our occupancy. We were therefore very conscious of any one in the
track as it only ran some seven yards from the rear of the house. The only person we
saw in the track in the early years was Joe Riley from Sunny Cottage as he walked
down there once to go bird watching, but the track was so overgrown we never saw
him again.

We asked our solicitor if it was possible to take over the track as part of the garden.
He carried out some searches and told us it did not belong to anyone, and to fence it
of at each end which we did. We then had problems with a Mrs Wendy Arthur
around the beginning of 2004, who started to break through the hedge from the farm
next door to gain access to the lane. She kept a horse at Westley House and insisted in
trying to use the track to get to and from Westley House so she could leave her dogs
in the gateway to a field next to Westley House while she went riding. The end of
Bellhurst Lane led straight into the Westley House Stables and there would appear to
be no reason to use the track. ;

I approached Mrs Arthur about breaking through the hedges into and out of the track
and the damage she was causing. She was rude and offensive and threw branches of
the hedge in my face. My wife who was watching fetched her camera and we took
pictures. (Attached). Mrs Arthur is a consummate trouble maker and rounded up all
the locals to champion her cause, even though they were not affected and would
probably never use the track. Mrs Veronica Blakemore who runs the stables at
Westley House considers herself very much the Lady of the manor, whilst her
husband Police Constable Blakemore seems to keep away from it all. None of the
people involved were there when we moved to Seven Oaks.

The present owners of Seven Oaks are being cruelly harassed which they could well
do without as they have a sick child and the husband is very often working away.

I am aware that the present owners have purchased more land fromGreyhouse Farm
which means they now own the land on each side of the track.

I certify that, to the best of my knowledge and belief, the information | have given in this statement
is true. C/ Z
 Signed: %OVDate & 2 20@.% .....
O Bela Ol s R
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