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COUNTY COUNCIL MEETING – 25 JULY 2019
Question to Gill Heath
Cabinet Member for Communities
By Kyle Robinson
Question
The communities of Kidsgrove, Butt Lane and Talke have recently been
severely affected by a spike in crime and anti-social behaviour. As the local
County Councillor, I have raised these matters with the Local Policing Team, the
Staffordshire Commissioner and Newcastle Borough Councils Anti-Social
Behaviour Team.
Out of many discussions I have had with the above organisations, it has been
highlighted that there is a distinct lack of youth services in our community
despite local volunteers and Staffordshire Clubs for Young People doing what
they can to offer some youth activities. What extra support and resources can
the County Council provide for the communities I represent, which are in
desperate need of more youth services and facilities?
Reply
Staffordshire County Council is committed to Placed Based working and
Kidsgrove, Butt Lane and Talke has been the area that was initially targeted in
Newcastle-under-Lyme to ensure that the partners worked collaboratively in the
best interests of families and communities in this area.
To do this they used an Early Help Performance Framework, which took data
from a range of places including the borough council, police, health and many
more. Anti-social behaviour was one of the indicators that was considered. At this
time the data and local intelligence identified that there was a range of youth
activities available for young people and this was not an area that should be an
immediate priority.
SCVYS have an interactive map which shows some of the provision available for
young people http://staffscvys.org.uk/find-activities/ and partners in the district
undertook a mapping exercise and worked with the community and based on
feedback from young people the view of the group was that there was adequate
provision locally.
A further area the council is seeking to embed is people helping people. As such
we are encouraging #DoingOurBit which is about the local community doing
more to help families and communities in need. One of the areas that could be
explored is how people locally can deliver activities for young people. Within your
area could the Kidsgrove Local Area Partnership work to secure additional
funding or people to deliver this extra support?

In addition, each county councillor has £2,500 to allocate through the People
Helping People Fund, to projects in their area which will help children, young
people and families who need support, or help adults to stay healthy and
independent. It is aimed at expanding existing provision or helping new groups
to get off the ground – if local volunteers are available, this could be a fantastic
opportunity to help them get going.

